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Objective of Field Day

Work as many stations as possible on… 

•160, 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 meters 

•all bands 50 MHz and above (2m, 440!) 

and learn to operate in less than optimal 
conditions.



When Is Field Day 2020?

Start 

Saturday, June 27, 11:00 am PDT (1800 UTC) 

End 

Sunday, June 28, 1:59 pm PDT (2059 UTC)



Operating Classes

Classes have two parts: 

! maximum NUMBER of simultaneously 
transmitted signals 

! LETTER designator indicating nature of 
station 



A
Class A

! PORTABLE 

! Three or more persons (your family?) 

! Not regular station location 

! Independent of commercial power  
(or “Class A-Commercial”) 

  



Class A-Battery

! Same as Class A but… 
! All contacts made using 5 Watts or less 
! No commercial power or motor-driven 

generator 
! Batteries, solar cells, water-driven 

generators, etc.  

  A



Class B / Class B-Battery

! ONE OR TWO PERSON PORTABLE 

! One and two person Class B entries are 
listed separately.  

  B



Class C

! MOBILE 

! Stations in vehicles capable of operating 
while in motion and normally operated in 
this manner 

! Includes maritime and aeronautical  

  C



Class D

! HOME STATIONS 

! Permanent station location  

! Commercial power 
 

! 2020 RULE CHANGE!  
May count contacts made with  
other Class D stationsD



Class E

! HOME STATIONS - EMERGENCY POWER 

! Otherwise same as Class D 

! May work all Field Day stations 

  E



Class F

! EMERGENCY OPERATION CENTERS 

! Not this year! 

  F



Field Day Exchange

! QSO is an exchange of operating class and 
ARRL section.  

! Example: “1D LAX” on CW or digital 
or “1 Delta LAX” on Phone 

! Keep it short and sweet!  



Miscellaneous Rules

! Can’t call your own station 

! Must use your PERSONAL call (not W6SPR) 

! One call sign per transceiver except family 
members with different calls 

! Only work stations once per band per mode 

! No cross-banding except satellites 

! Only one transmitter at a time per band-mode  

! Only simplex/digital — NO REPEATER 
CONTACTS



Scoring

! Phone contacts  =    1 point each 

! CW contacts      =    2 points each 

! Digital contacts =    2 points each



Logging
! Paper and pencil log sheet: 

 

http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Field-Day/2019/2019%20FD%20Log%20Sheet.pdf

http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Field-Day/2019/2019%20FD%20Log%20Sheet.pdf


Logging via Computer
! N3FJP  

Free for 30 or fewer contacts / $8.99 full unlock 
http://n3fjp.com 

! N1MM+ (free) 
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com 

! QLog (free) 
https://github.com/7h0ma5/QLog/blob/master/
README.md 

! RUMlog (free, macOS) 
https://dl2rum.de/rumsoft/RUMLog.html

http://n3fjp.com
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com
https://github.com/7h0ma5/QLog/blob/master/README.md
https://github.com/7h0ma5/QLog/blob/master/README.md
https://dl2rum.de/rumsoft/RUMLog.html


Submission Form

http://field-day.arrl.org/fdentry.php

South Pasadena Amateur Radio Club

http://field-day.arrl.org/fdentry.php


Suggested Goal

! Log at least five contacts 
 
Getting your feet wet in contesting! 
  

! HF and/or VHF/UHF



Next Steps

! Computer-assisted logging 

! Add FM digital 
 
 
Don’t forget bonuses and multipliers 
(but don’t worry about them either)



Relevant Bonus Points
! 100% Emergency Power 

! Media Publicity 

! Message to Section Manager 

! Satellite QSO  

! Alternate Power 

! Copy W1AW Bulletin 

! Youth QSO (18 and under) 

! Social Media! 

! Submitting log online

http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Field-Day/2020/4_37-2020%20W1AW%20Sked.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Field-Day/2020/3_3-2020%20Social%20Media.pdf


Power Level Multipliers
! If all contacts are made using 5 Watts or less 

using no commercial mains or generators, 
multiply score by 5. 

! If all contacts are made using 5 Watts or 
less, but with commercial mains or 
generators or batteries charged by either, 
multiply score by 2. 
  

! If all contacts made using no more than 150 
Watts, multiply score by 2.



Elmers

Don’t be afraid to ask for help! 

contest@southpasradio.org

mailto:contest@southpasradio.org


Submitting to ARRL
! http://field-day.arrl.org/fdentry.php 
! We will discuss procedure at July 1 SPARC 

meeting 
! Due by July 28 
! Affiliate with  

“South Pasadena Amateur Radio Club” not SPARC 
! Results will be published in QST Magazine 

! Send proof of submission to SPARC for special 
recognition

http://field-day.arrl.org/fdentry.php


More Information

! Video on N3FJP 

! QST article on club contesting 

! FD 2020 presentation by Anthony Luscre, K8ZT 

! QSL Maker program 
 
 
Let’s go make some contacts!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DJEIXuoKWqc&feature=emb_logo
http://www.n3fjp.com/help/clubcontesting.html
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSWypTtJ_R0s-UmysOEhQWwJwBlMrOavXqfs5AvigQzad8Z1c3JFn9TMl5ewxc8VVIIX-2g6bOTpUFD/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.g774df1657a_0_39
http://www.iw5edi.com/ham-radio/3819/qsl-maker

